
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Steve Tamari       

Department: Historical Studies      Phone Number: (618) 799-6075 

E-mail Address: stamari@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1454 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
8 hours 

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   HIST 410 Independent Study 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  
My office (Peck Hall, 1212) and on their own 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
   Unearthing Eurocentrism in the Modern World History Textbook 

   I am looking for help and to mentor an undergraduate for a study of recent textbooks in Modern World History. 

Modern World History has replaced Western Civilization as the most common non-US History survey course taken 

by students at the high school and university levels. The problem is that almost all Modern World History textbooks 

still operate on the Eurocentric assumptions that undergirded Western Civilization courses. The "West" is the source 

of change and innovation in the modern world and the "rest" remain as passive subjects responding to those changes. 

This is the source of what some scholars call the "Rise of the West" or the "The West and the Rest" paradigms.  

   I am acutely aware of these challenges as teaching Modern World History occupies up to half of my teaching 

responsibilities as SIUE.  

   This study will analyze seven recent Modern World History Textbooks to determine the degree to which they still 

hinge on Eurocentric assumptions. I have developed measures of "Eurocentricity" in such textbooks including: 

regional divisions vs. global interactions; periodization that prioritizes Western over non-Western agency; cultural 

determinism vs. coeval economic engagement; and valorization of technology over labor. My primary goal is to 

offer a critique of the current Modern World History textbook market in the form of an article in a Social Science 

pedagogy journal or a World History journal. In the longer term, I hope this research will buttress a textbook of my 

own to suit the needs of my students at SIUE. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

   Over the course of 15 weeks, the student will survey the textbooks in question to identify specific ways in which 

(and degrees to which) each is grounded in Eurocentric principles using the measures outlined above. We will create 

a spread sheet and apply our measures of Eurocentricity to every aspect of the text from title, cover, and table of 

contents to chapter organization (and thus overall structure as relates to periodization, regional divisions, and 

thematic framework), side-bars, study questions, and other pedagogical features.  

   This data will then be synthesized to compose a narrative summary of the Eurocentric biases in each text. We will 

collaborate on these but I will do most of the writing. Each review will be posted as part of a blog. 



   Once the seven texts have been summarized, I will compose a critical analysis emphasizing the Eurocentric 

parallels while pointing to ways in which some of the texts may indicate ways out of the conundrum of 

Eurocentrism in history that is meant to global.. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

Identifying Eurocentrism in the way Modern World History is taught to most high school and university graduates 

will expose a student to a real life example of how cultural assumptions about who and what is important impinges 

on our very understanding of how the world works. To my mind, there is no better avenue for understanding what 

historians do and why the study of history is so critical. As historians, we bust myths that are deeply ingrained 

because they are part and parcel of how we define ourselves. Reading the texts with a critical eye, compiling the 

data, summarizing the findings, and synthesizing and composing a narrative of the final results will not only provide 

the student with a significant learning experience but will also give them with a strong sense of accomplishment. 

Obviously, the student will share credit for the published article. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

HIST 112B "World History since 1500" and any courses in world history, non-Western cultures, societies, and 

literatures would be helpful but are not required. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

The subject matter of an applicant's academic background is not as important as are critical reading and thinking 

skills. The student should be a careful and analytical reader who is organized and attentive to detail. 

 


